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ARTICLE I: 
 
NAME

The name of this organization shall be the Democrats for Israel, hereinafter referred to as either “DFI” or “Organization”. 

ARTICLE II: 
 
PURPOSE

1) This Organization is formed to achieve the following goals;

a) To advocate for the election of and support of the Democratic Party  and Democratic officials within the Jewish and Pro-Israel community and  the election Democratic candidates to the Jewish and Pro-Israel community California and to further develop an effective network of county-based Democratic organizations; and 

b) to advocate for the right of Israel to exist as a peaceful, democratic and pluralistic Jewish state and for the values of the Jewish community within the California Democratic Party (CDP) and its constituent parts (“Core Mission”) by:

i) Encouraging organizations to formally affiliate with the State or County Democratic Central Committees as Democratic Clubs
ii) Providing a vehicle to systematically participate in and affect the direction of the CDP and the selection of candidates in the State of California;

iii) Urging the integration of our community in Democratic politics, thereby enhancing our political participation and promoting our legal rights, social, economic, and community well-being;

iv) Bringing in established leadership and organizations that can be mobilized to support Core Mission related causes;

v) Cultivate relationships and leadership committed to working within the CDP

vi) Researching, develop, articulate, and advocate issues that support the Core Mission, and

vii) developing outreach, cooperation and coalition-building with other Democratic Organizations, nonprofits, and our liaison within the Democratic National Committee

2) To maximize the political impact the Core Mission and its supporters by

a) Giving technical assistance and support to local, regional, and national clubs and organizations;

b) Actively recruiting, training, and supporting candidates and appointees who have demonstrated their commitment to the goals set forth herein; and

c) Offering educational resources to governmental and private agencies regarding issues  and prospective candidates for elected and appointed offices

d) Electing DFI members to such regional and national organizations as this Organization may affiliate with.
ARTICLE III: 
 
LOGO AND PRINCIPAL OFFICE

1) The official logo of this Organization and address of the principal office shall be approved by the Executive Board. 

ARTICLE IV: 
 
MEMBERSHIP 

1) This Organization shall not discriminate on the grounds of race, color, creed, national origin, sex, age, religion, ethnicity, sexual orientation, economic status or disability as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. 
2) This Organization shall be composed of “active members”.  An “Active Member” is a member who: 

a) Is a Democrat registered to vote in the State of California and: 

b) believes in and supports the purpose and Core Mission of DFI, or, 

c) a designee of an affiliated Democrats for Israel Club chartered by a County Democratic Central Committee or the California Democratic Party, and 

d) has fully paid his/her/their membership dues for the fiscal year, and, 
e) has been a member for a period for 60 days, but for the initial election of officers in 2020 this requirements will be waived.
2) Only active members shall be eligible to vote and only those who have been active members for the period of one year and have served on one of the standing or ad hoc committees shall be eligible to run for office.  However, for purposes of the election of officers to be held at the initial election of officers in 2020, this requirement will be waived..
3)  Annual Membership dues shall be set and paid as follows
a) The Executive Board shall establish the amount of the dues to be paid

b) Dues may be paid online through This Organization’s web-site, or by mail to the Controller as listed on the web site, or in person at the annual meeting which is held concurrent with the State Convention of the California Democratic Party, except for in years where there is no State Convention, then such annual meeting date shall be set by the Executive Board upon thirty (30) days notice.
4) Additional levels of membership may be established by the Executive Board to recognize special contributions.  In no case shall any such additional level of membership carry any special privilege with regard to voting or running for or holding office that is not bestowed on all other members equally.
5) Any member who fails to pay the described dues shall not be entitled to vote during meetings nor be allowed to hold elective office.

6) Payment of dues shall not be mandatory for any member for whom it constitutes an economic hardship or in such cases where prohibited by law. In the event of economic hardship or legal prohibition on paying dues, a petition letter or email for waiver of dues shall be submitted by the club or individual to the Controller. The Controller shall present this petition, letter or e-mail requesting waiver of dues to the Executive Board for consideration and shall be granted upon majority vote of the Executive Board present and voting.
7) Undocumented persons, persons in the country on a visa, or citizens under the age of 18, who pledge to register as a Democrat when eligible to register as a voter, and who desires to participate in This Organization, may do so as a non-voting member, with right to speak, at meetings.

8) Membership shall terminate, subject to renewal, every years and shall extend from the convening of the first regular meeting of the CDP Convention, except in such years where there is no convention, then Memberships shall terminate upon the commencement of thef annual meeting. 
9) This Organization shall be comprised of Four sections, as follows
a) : The Northern California Section shall be comprised of the counties of Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Mendocino, Lake, Monterey, Napa, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Solano, and Sonoma, and all other counties; 
b) The Central California Section shall be comprised of the counties of Fresno, Kern, Sacramento, San Joaquin, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Stanislaus, Tulare and Yolo;
c) The Greater Los Angeles Section shall be comprised of Los Angeles County and Ventura County.
d) The Southern California Section shall be comprised of the counties of Imperial, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, and San Diego

ARTICLE V: 
OFFICERS 

1) The officers of This Organization shall be i) a President,  ii) Executive Vice President, iii) A Sectional Vice President for each of the four sections; namely a Northern California Vice President, a Central California Vice President, Greater Los Angeles Vice President and a Southern California Vice President, iv) Secretary, v) Controller, and, four “at large members” of the Executive Board.
2) The term of office shall be two (2) years and shall extend from the convening of the first regular meeting of the CDP Convention in even numbered years to the convening of the first regular meeting held in the next even-numbered years; provided, however, that officers shall serve until their successors are elected.
3) An officer may only no serve more than two consecutive terms if no other candidate runs for the position and the membership votes to reelect him/her by a simple majority (50% plus 1) of the votes cast.

4) Duties and Responsibilities of Officers

a) The President shall be the chief presiding officer.  S/he will have the responsibility of calling and conducting membership meetings and meetings of the Executive Board and shall serve as the spokesperson for This Organization.  S/he will appoint the President for each of the standing and ad hoc committees.  S/he may convene a meeting of the local club representatives as necessary or upon petition presented to the President or to the Secretary by 51% of all active and affiliated clubs.
b) The Executive Vice President shall exercise all powers of the President in the event of a vacancy in the office of the President, or the absence or temporary disability of the President.  In the event of a vacancy in the office of the President and Vice President, or the absence or temporary disability of the President and Vice-President, the remaining officers shall select an officer to preside until such time as either the absence or temporary disability is resolved, or a successor is elected.

c) The Northern California Vice President will perform other assignments as determined by the Executive Board.  In addition, the Northern California Vice President shall have overall responsibilities for initiating and coordinating the political activities for Northern California in conjunction with the Executive Board and local county organizations and clubs

d) The Central California Vice President will perform other assignments as determined by the Executive Board.  In addition, the Central California Vice President shall have overall responsibilities for initiating and coordinating the political activities for Central California in conjunction with the Executive Board and local county organizations and clubs. 
e) The Southern California Vice President will perform other assignments as determined by the Executive Board.  In addition, the Southern California Vice President shall have overall responsibilities for initiating and coordinating the political activities for Southern California in conjunction with the Executive Board and local county organizations and clubs
f) The Greater Los Angeles Vice President will perform other assignments as determined by the Executive Board.  In addition, the Greater Los Angeles  Vice President shall have overall responsibilities for initiating and coordinating the political activities for Los Angeles and Ventura region in conjunction with the Executive Board and local county organizations and clubs.
g) The Secretary shall keep minutes of meetings, provide notices of meetings, and other communications to the members.  The Secretary shall maintain minutes of all meetings of the General Membership, the Executive Board, and meetings of the Council of Clubs upon its formation.
h) The Controller shall be designated in writing to be the primary financial contact, along with the President, for this Organization and working with a designated professional campaign treasurer.  S/he works with the designated professional campaign treasurer to manage the finances, keep all financial records, and present a biennial budget to the Budget and Finance Chair or President for approval.  The Controller shall also: 
i) secure written reports within 48 hours from those responsible for all fund-raising activities
ii) report to the membership the current financial status of This Organization at each Executive Board meeting and general membership meeting

iii) be responsible for the preparation and timely filing of all financial reports as required by law with the designated professional campaign treasurer

iv) be responsible for ensuring the confidentiality and security of all financial records and lists.

5) Financial Accounts. Such Accounts as may be necessary to comply with federal, state and local laws and regulations shall be established by the Controller at those financial institutions approved by the Executive Board.  Such accounts shall be in the name of “Democrats for Israel.”

a) No Financial Institution shall be approved unless it provides either access to, or copies of, all bank statements to the Controller.  The Controller shall provide either access to, or copies of, all bank statements to the President on a monthly basis

6) Disbursement of Funds. The Controller, in conjunction with the President and/or the Vice President, shall be empowered to request disbursement of funds from the designated professional treasurer or bank account(s) of This Organization with all communications thereto including at least one other officer.  All such requests to the bank account shall require the approval of two of the three following persons: President, Vice President, or Controller.  All such requests may be sent and cosigned by electronic mail.

7) For disbursement of funds for expenses above and beyond $2000 for general meetings, or membership communications, a request for appropriation of funds must be approved by the Executive Board and ratified by a majority vote of the active members present and voting, a quorum having been established. 
ARTICLE VI:  NOMINATIONS, ELECTIONS, RESIGNATION AND FILLING OF   VACANCIES 

1) Nomination and election of officers shall occur at the Organizational Meeting of the General Membership held at the Annual State Convention of the CDP in even numbered years or if no convention is held during such year, during the first CDP Executive Board meeting of the year.  Standing rules for the election shall be approved by the Executive Board. 

2) Sectional Vice Chairs shall be elected by the active members registered to vote in the corresponding section.  Candidates for Sectional Vice President must be active members who are registered to vote in the section they wish to represent.  In the absence of an elected Sectional Vice President, the President of This Organization may appoint an active member as Sectional Vice President on an interim basis with the responsibility to organize clubs and build membership in that section.  Such appointment shall stand until the next general membership meeting, at which time an election shall be held to fill the vacancy, or unless objected to by a majority of the Executive Board. 

3) A majority of votes cast for nominated candidates is necessary to fill an office.  In the event a candidate does not receive this majority, a runoff must take place at the same meeting between the two highest vote-getters. In the event of a tie, election shall be determined by lot. 

4) An officer may resign by a written notice to the President and Executive Board.  Such resignation shall be effective upon receipt by the Executive Board.   Only Members may vote, be elected to an office or serve on any committee.
5) Vacancies created by removal or resignation shall be temporarily filled by appointment of the President, subject to ratification by the Executive Board.  An election shall be noticed for the next regularly scheduled meeting of the general membership, at which time nominations shall be held and an election conducted.  Such person shall serve the remainder of the two-year term.
6) The initial Organizational Meeting may be held upon thirty (30) days notice at any time.
ARTICLE VII: 
 
MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

1) The business of This Organization shall be conducted at: 

a) Meetings of the California Democratic Party Executive Board, 

b) Meetings of the State Convention of the California Democratic Party, or 

c) At any other time designated by:
i)  The President
ii) The Executive Board;

iii) Upon written request signed by 33% of DFI’s active members; or

iv) A unanimous request of the Council of Clubs

,

2) There shall be at least two regularly scheduled General Membership meetings per year called by the President. 

3) Notice of Membership meetings shall be provided by email as provided herein below thirty (30) days in advance.  Notice of all meetings shall include the date, time, and place of such meetings, the general subject matter(s), and, if the actual agenda is not included in the mailing, notice of the link to where it may be found on-line at least three (3) days prior to the meeting.    Special meetings of This Organization may be called by the President or Executive Board, notice of which, including the actual agenda, shall be provided by email at least seven (7) days in advance. 
4) All public meetings of This Organization are open to any registered Democrat or a registered Independent who is interested in re-registering as a Democrat.  Non-members may speak with the permission of the membership. 

ARTICLE VIII:  EXECUTIVE BOARD 

1) The Executive Board shall consist of both voting and non-voting members. 

The voting members of the Executive Board shall consist of its officer and The Immediate Past President (who shall provide active support and continuity to the Board). 

2) Notice of Executive Board meetings shall be provided thirty (30) days in advance.  Votes may be held in person or by email.  Special meetings of Executive Board may be called by the President or Executive Board, notice of which, including the actual agenda, shall be provided by email at least seven (7) days in advance.
3) Executive Board members, whether voting or non-voting, may serve in their position no more than three (3) consecutive terms on the Committee without first having been off the Executive Board at least one (1) full two year term. 

ARTICLE IX: COMMITTEES AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

1) There shall be the following considered as standing committees: 
a) Budget and Finance, which shall plan financial expenditures for the Organization
b) Fundraising, which shall organize at least two fundraising events every year and build fundraising campaigns.
c) Voter Registration, which shall organizer voter registration efforts and coordinate with the Council of Clubs.
d) Membership & Outreach- which shall manage and expand membership as well as organize outreach to allied and diverse groups
e) Political & Legislation, which shall identify legislation to support that is in line with the Core Mission and political actions in support of the Core Mission.
f) Elections – which shall plan activities to administrate the DFI election.
g) Council of Clubs. Upon at least four organizations having been legally chartered or affiliated with Democrats for Israel and as an appropriate geographical designation by a County Democratic Central Committee in the State of California or the California Democratic Party, and having affiliated with This Organization,  all such clubs may designate a member of their club to serve as an active member of This Organization and as a member of This Organization’s Council of Clubs.  This Organization shall help encourage the formation Democrats for Israel Clubs in each county and assist and encourage them, and wherever possible, ensure that they are properly chartered by the appropriate County Democratic Central Committee or the California Democratic Party and advise the President on coordinating matters with the Clubs.
2) The Executive Board may, from time to time, establish such other ad hoc committees as it deems appropriate for the conduct of its business. approval by a majority of the remaining members of the Executive Board at its next regularly scheduled meeting.
3) The President shall appoint a committee chairperson and commiteemembers for each standing committee, subject to the approval of the Executive Board.
ARTICLE XI: ENDORSEMENTS 

1) This Organization may only grade, recommend, endorse or declare support for or oppose candidates or take positions on ballot measures by affirmative vote least sixty percent (60%) of those Executive Board members voting; abstentions, blank and void ballots not counting towards the total.   
2) A club chartered by a local County Democratic Party or the California Democratic Party may endorse for any local or county nonpartisan race in accordance with its own bylaws.
3) This Organization shall not: 

a) endorse any candidate who is not a registered Democrat; 
endorse any candidate for public office running against an endorsed candidate of the CDP, including candidates endorsed by reciprocating County Democratic Parties where their endorsed candidates have become the endorsed candidates of the CDP; c)
make any form of endorsement, take any position, nor provide support to any candidate or ballot measure, except by an official endorsement as expressly described in these bylaws; 
d)
expend funds or provide access to its mailing list to candidates who have been not been endorsed in accordance with the procedures in this Article XI. 

e)
If a candidate was endorsed in the Primary, partisan or otherwise, that endorsement shall remain in effect for the General/Run-Off Election, unless rescinded, or a new endorsement position is adopted after reconsideration. 

ARTICLE XII: REMOVAL 

1).
Members may be removed from Membership and officers may be removed from their office or membership by a 51% vote of the membership present and voting, provided that: 
a) Removal has been requested by a majority of the Executive Board or by written email petition of ten twenty-five percent (25%) of the active members giving grounds for removal, and 

b)  Due notice of the removal issue, with grounds in writing by email and signed by the complainants, shall be given to the membership, and 

c)  The member, or officer, is given reasonable time at this meeting to reply to charges, and 

d) For the purposes of this meeting a quorum shall consist of twenty-five percent (25%) of the total membership. 

4) The President may request the resignation of a Standing Committee Chair.  In the event the Standing Committee President does not resign upon request of the President, the Standing Committee President shall be retained by a 51% vote of the Executive Board members present and voting at its next meeting. 

5) Standing Committee Chairs may also be removed or changed by a 51% vote of the Executive Board membership present and voting.

6)  Grounds for Removal 

a) Grounds for removal from office include but are not limited to, misfeasance, malfeasance, non-feasance, continued absences from the meetings of the Executive Board; the Secretary shall certify non-attendance.  Additional grounds for removal from office include, but are not limited to, a finding that an officer has during his/her term of office publicly avowed preference for another party or violating California Democratic Party bylaws regarding endorsements and candidate advocacy. 

b) Grounds for removal from membership include, but are not limited to, a finding that a member has during his/her term of membership affiliated with or registered as a member of another party or publicly given support to or avowed a preference for a non-Democratic candidate for any office. 

7) Automatic Removal / Resignation. The absence of an Executive Board member from three more than fifty percent (50%) of the meetings of This Organization within a term year (State Convention to State Convention) or from more than fifty percent (50%) of the meetings within a two-year term shall be considered a resignation and shall automatically terminate the membership of that member on the Executive Board.  An email notice shall be sent to the Executive Board member after his/her second absence in a term year and/or fourth absence in a two-year term warning of the automatic termination of that member's membership if the member fails to attend a third meeting in that term year or a fifth meeting in that two-year term, as applicable.  Failure to send such email notice shall not forestall automatic removal. 

ARTICLE XIII:  
PROCEDURE 

1)  This Organization recognizes its obligations under the CDP By-laws and requirement to remain in compliance with the CDP By-laws and Guidelines for Chartered Organizations. 

2)  The latest edition of Robert's Rules of Order shall govern for all matters not covered by these by-laws.
3) This Organization subscribes to the principles set forth in the General Provisions of the Bylaws of the California Democratic Party
4) There shall be no proxies nor duplicate voting at any meeting. 
5) There shall be no mail or absentee ballots on any issue. 

6) Notice via e-mail shall be given in a manner consistent with CDP By-Laws for the use of e-mail within Democratic Organizations. 

7) This organization hereby consents to receive e-mail notice from any member who consents in the manner required by the CDP to receive such notice from This Organization’s email address or an email address of an officer of This Organization provided:  
8) The member holds This Organization harmless should the member fail to open, receive, view or read their incoming emails regularly and therefore not receive actual knowledge of the material contained in the email notice in a timely manner,  
9) Consent to receive notice from This Organization has been given on forms provided by the Secretary of  This Committee, 
10) The filing via e-mail of a challenge, or response to a challenge, under the CDP By-Laws by any member shall be deemed consent to receive notice of all matters regarding that challenge, including response, as well as any appeal or response thereto, via e-mail and a waiver of any right to maintain the confidentiality of that email address while said challenge is pending final disposition. 
11) A quorum is defined as 10% or ten members, whichever is greater of the active members present and voting at a scheduled meeting of the membership.
12) If a quorum is not established, the time and place of the next meeting will be designated by the President within 30 days. 
13) “Democrat” or “registered Democrat” shall mean a voter who disclosed a preference for the Democratic Party on their voter registration card. 

ARTICLE XIV: AMENDMENTS 

1) These by-laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of those members present and voting at a meeting, provided that: 

2) The proposed amendment has been submitted in writing at a regular meeting of This Organization, and presented to the General Membership present thereat, by the Executive Board, a delegate from any member club of the Council of Clubs, or any active member; 

3) A minimum of 30 days written notice of the text of the amendment is given to the general membership after the first reading, and before the second reading; 
4) the text of the proposed amendment is posted on This Organization’s web site and any social network page [i.e., Facebook] of This Organization at least ten (10) days prior to adoption; and,  
5) The Secretary shall serve a copy of any proposed, or adopted, amendment on the Secretary of the CDP and the President(s) of the CDP Organizational Development Committee. 
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